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words  your  ad  will  lead  the  public 
to  your  door.  You  won’t  even  have 
to  make  a better  mouse  trap  than 
your  neighbor. 

This  is  especialy  true  if  that  part 
of  . the  public  at  whom  you  ha ye 
aimed  your  ad  belong  to  the  legion 
who  carry  physical  burdens  — the 
handicapped.  How  easy  it/is  to  take 
advantage  of  the  human/^earning  to 
be  physically  whole,  of  the  hope  that 
springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast, 
and  of  your  hope  that  the  vic- 
tims of  your  ad-  have  money.  So 
you  appear  in  mint. 

Not  long  ago  a New  York  news- 
paper printed  an  advertisement  of- 
fering SERVICE  to  the  hard  of 
hearing  j—  service  only,  mind  you, 
hearing/tests  and  competent  advice 
about  Electronic  aids — nothing  sold 
on  the  premises.  Just  like  that!  The 
trusting  mind,  untrained  in  the  ’ 
of  Modern  advertising,  may  hd'  led 
to /believe  that  here  was  disinterest- 
ed help  over  the  rocky  ro/a  to  ad- 
justment. / 

We  decided  to  find/out  what  the 
catch  was,  since  feu/ people  are  in 
business  for  their/health.  After  a 
few  questions  and  answers,  we  let 
the  axe  fall.  / 
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"Is  there  any  charge  for  all  this 
we  asked  innocently.  "There’s  a 
dollar  charge,"  came  the  answer 

"Oh,"  we  gasped,  clearing/ our 
throat,  "a  ten  dollar  charge,  huh 
. . . ?”  We  thanked  him  and  hung 
up.  Somehow  the  words,  NOTH- 
ING SOLD  kept  repeating  them- 
selves in  our  mind.  The  man  who 
answered  our  phone  call  made  no  ef- 
fort to  hide  the  fact  of  the  fee.  But 
a question  nags  at  us.  Will  hard  of 
hearing  "patients”  inquire  about  the 
. fee  first,  or  too  late?  If  they  do  not 
inquire,  will  thfey  be  told  of  the 
charge  befprf  (he  service  is  rendered 
and  tendered? 

BjaC why  fall  for  such  an  ad  ? This 
is/the  day  of  social  service!  Why 
"should  any  hard  of  hearing  person 
be  lured  into  paying  ten  dollars  for 
service  that  may  be  had  without 
charge  from  any  of  numerous  or- 
ganizations dealing  with  such  need? 
Catholic  and  secular  organizations 
for  the  hard  of  hearing  offer  hearing 
tests  and  advice  on  hearing  aids 
without  charge. 

Sales  promotion  — it  s wonderful 
too!  The  other  day  a nice  elderly 
lady  came  up  to  our  office  quite  up- 
set. She  had  taken-  her  hearing  aid 
to  a nearby  dealer  to  get  some  bat- 
teries. She  was  told  that  she’d-  need 
a new  hearing  aid — b art  e r i e s/ 
wouldn't  help  her.  Th£y  quoted  p. 
fancy  $190.00.  She  told  them  $fie 
had  already  bought  FOUR  aids  and 
that  none  of  thefh  was  doing  her  any 
good — and  alf  she  wanted  was  bat- 
teries. But  they  insisted  that  she 
must  have  a new  aid.  Her  mention 
that  she  was  too  poor  to  afford  one 
made  no  difference.  She  got  no  bat- 
teries. 

We  examined  the  instrument  and 
gave  her  some  batteries  — plus  a 
hearing  aid  that  some  one  had  given 
us.  We  don't  deal  in  batteries  or 
aids,  but  we  are  a CLEARING 
HOUSE  for  such  things  and  are  hap- 
py to  be  of  service  without  charg 
ing  a single  penny! 

We  know  there  are  many  consc 


ious  dealers  in  hearing  aids.  Evi- 
dently, there  are  also  the  other  kind. 
To  take  advantage  of  a physical  in- 
firmity, or  ignorance  or  poverty  is 
nothing  less  than  a crime!  We  hope 
the  manufacturers  of  accepted  hear- 
ing aids  will  do  all  possible  to  weed 
out  the  unscrupulous  salesman  and 
raise  the  ethical  standard  of  their 
sales  policy. 

If  you  are  a New  Yorker  it  might 
be  a good  idea  to  check  with  our  of- 
fice in  downtown  Brooklyn  before 
you  spend  a large  sum  of  money. 
Or  else  visit  those  dealers  whose  ads 
you  see  in  EPHPHETA.  We  are  do- 
ing our  best  to  accept  only  honest 
advertising.  We  have  turned  down 
ads  from  questionable  concerns.  We, 
ourselves,  neither  buy  nor  sell  hear- 
ing aids.  We  have  nothing  to  gain 
— but  your  confidence. 

If  you  are  not  a New  Yorker,  call 
at  the  office  at  your  local  hearing  or- 
ganization,/or  get  in  touch  with  our 
office  by  letter,  or  with  Miss  Florence 
Waters/our  Western  representative 
in  St.  Paul.  In  any  case  a free  hear- 
ing t/st  may  be  arranged.  We  have 
an  Eudiometer  right  here.  EPHPHE- 
TA  is  under  no  obligation  to  anyone. 
n we  can  help  you,  that’s  our  job. 
/if  we  know  of  places  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  patronize,  we’ll  tell  you. 

Be  careful!  Ask  FIRST  about 
charges.  Don't  purchase  a hearing 
aid  without  having  tried  two  or 
three,  and  not  only  in  the  dealer’s  of- 
fice, but  also  in  your  home  and  place 
of  business.  Moreover,  if  you  take 
a hearing  aid  out  on  trial  know  in 
advance  how  much  will  be  charged 
for  battery  wear  or  other  claims. 
Don’t  take  the  >vord  of  a hearing  aid 
wearer  as  ter  what  is  best  for  you. 
What  ma/  be  fine  for  him  may  be 
far  from  fine  for  you.  Seek  advice 
from  /disinterested  workers  in  the 
field/of  deafness.  At  any  rate  . . . 
ple/se  don't  get  gypped! 
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years  would  nanr  again  visit  the 
corridors  of  a^chool  except  for  their/ 
own  chihlrai's  graduation  exercises 
or  thejs'children’s  first  stage  appear- 
anep/m  the  grammar  schooLplay. 
/Like  every  conscientious idminis- 
/trator,  I have  given  corfsiderable  at- 
tention to  the  problems  faced  by  our 
particular  type  of'lnstitutions.  There 
is  no  doubt  thin  everybody  in  educa- 
tional circled  in  the  State  of  New 
York  ha//cooperated  magnificently, 
but  stiHwe  feel  obvious  shortcom- 
ings/m  our  educatjafial  endeavors. 
1'ht  State  Library/in  reply  to  a re- 
quest for  an  arfnual  loan  of  books 
for  our  deyf  students,  commented 
that  thev/fiever  thought  of  making 
any  sp^ial  provisions  for  their  type 
but  whuld  be  pleased  to  send  on  any 
one/hundred  books  that  we  would 
cjdsignate. 

To  my  challenging  question 
WHAT  IS  WRONG  WIJH  OUR 
CURRICULA  FOR  THE" DEAF?,  I 
make  the  reply  that  :jtbe  are  lacking 
in  a scientific  approach  to  the  study 
of  the  curriculum  for  acoustically 
handicapped  children.  It  is  not  my 
intention  t p/wrap  up  the  solution  in 
unintelligible  educational  terms.  It 
is  nece^Sary  therefore  to  employ  a 
RATIONALE,  or,  a scheyne  to  study 
that  could  be  applied  tor  the  study  of 
this  particular  probleufi".  We  are  not 
scientific  if  we  hav/  attempted  to  or- 
ganize the  school  curriculum  upon 
the  suggestions'^  specialists  in  our 
field,  much  1/ke  the  "Committee  of 
Ten"  and  /without  regard  to  the 
needs  of.our  students,  that  is,  the 
gaps  between  what  is  and  what 
should  he;  and  a reasonable  consid- 
eration of  his  life  outside  th&'fchool. 

WHAT  EDUCATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES  SHOULD  THE 
SCHOOL  SEEK  TO  ATTAIN? 

The  Rationale  w/  have  employed 
in  this  study  requires  that  we  first 
determine  the/educational  objectives 
we  are  aimirfg  at.  Because  thesp'edu- 
catiopal  objectives  become  the  crite- 
ria by  which  materials  age  selected, 
contepf  is  outlined,  instructional  pro- 
cedures are  developed  and  tests  and 
examinations  are  prepared. 

(PART  II  t/EXT  MONTH) 
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A determined  21-year-old  youth 
refuses  to  let  staggering  handi- 
caps keep  him  off  the  honor  list 
of  his  college  class. 

ROBERT  J.  SMITHDAS,  a tall, 
husky  young  man  of  21,  with  a 
ready  grin  and  infectious  good  spir- 
its, has  not  allowed  total  blindness 
and  complete  deafness  to  stand  in 
his  way. 

Robert  is  a freshman  at  St.  John’s 
College,  in  Brooklyn,  and  he  can’t 
see  what  his  instructors  and  profes- 
sors do  in  his  classes,  and  he  can’t 
hear  a word  they  say.  But  a short 
time  ago  the  Dean  of  St.  John’s 
placed  him  on  the  school’s  Honor 
List  for  attaining  an  average  of 
87.6  in  his  studies.  Robert  stands 
17th  in  a class  of  328  students,  all 
the  rest  of  whom  can  see  and  hear. 

At  the  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind,  in  Brooklyn/  where  Robert 
lives  and  works,  he  smiled  modestly 
when  asked  about  his  scholastic 
achievements. 

"I  generally  spend  about  an  hour 
and  a half  in  the  evenings,"  he  said, 
’’going  over  my  work  and  preparing 
my  lessons.’’ 

Robert  is  assisted  in  his  school 
work  by  John  J.  Spainer,  a fellow 
freshman  at  St.  John’s  who  is  18  and 
has  normal  sight  and  hearing.  They 
communicate  with  each  other  by 
means  of  the  same  sign  language 
that  deaf  people  employ.  The  dif- 
ference is  that  Robert  feels  the  sig- 
nals instead  of  seeing  them.  He 
holds  his  hands  over  Spainer’s,  while 
the  latter  spells  out  each  word 
against  the  palm  of  the  blind  boy. 
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Spainer  takes  notes  during  lectures 
and  transcribes  everything  into 
Braille  for  Smithdas,  who  does  all 
his  own  work  on  a typewriter.  His 
text  books  were  put  into  Braille 
when  he  entered  St.  John’s. 

"The  teachers  at  St.  John's  haven't 
called  on  me  to  recite  in  class,"  said 
Smithdas,  "but  I wish  they  would. 
That's  the  only  mark  of  considera- 
tion they’ve  shown,  through  no 
wish  of  mine.  I’m  ready  to,  any- 

He  came  to  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind  in  October,  1945,  after 
graduating  from  the  Perkins  Insti- 
tute, a school  for  the  blind  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. George  E.  Keans,  an  of- 
ficial of  the  Brooklyn  school,  said 
that  Robert  immediately  demonstrat- 
ed a superior  intellect  by  setting  rec- 
ords in  their  industrial  shops  for 
the  making  of  mops  and  brooms  and 
weaving  of  mats. 

When  Robert  was  tested  further, 
he  made  a score  approaching  geni- 
us. It  was  then  decided  to  put  him 
through  college  to  enable  him  to 
qualify  as  an  industrial  consultant 
for  deaf-blind  persons. 

Another  indication  of  Robert’s  in- 
tellect and  determination,  said  Mr. 
Keane,  is  his  ability  to  speak,  which 
is  seldom  retained  by  deaf  persons, 
especially  when  they  lose  their  hear- 
ing at  an  early  age.  Robert  became 
blind  when  he  was  sticken  by  spinal 
meningitis  at  the  age  of  five.  Then 
he  lost  his  hearing  gradually,  until 
he  became  totally  deaf  at  12. 

Robert 's  life  isn’t  all  study,  how- 
ever. 

He’s  written  more  than  50  poems, 
and  a description  of  a vacation  in 
Colorado  was  printed  in  Vogue. 

'"Mostly,’’  he  said,  ”1  relax  by 
reading  books,  swimming,  and  gym- 
nastics. 1 like  weight-lifting.  (His 
record  is  lifting  180  pounds  over  his 
head.)  And  I like  to  wrestle." 

Robert  grinned  broadly.  "But,"  he 
said,  "wrestling  is  hardly  relaxing." 

SPENCER  HARDY 


Olid  birthday  of  Our  Lady  since, 
second  World  War  ended 
the  4 1st  day  in  Lourdes  lot  my 
ter  Mary,  and  myself.  Sue  had  seen 
many  wonderful  yand  beautiful 
things  in  Lourdesyduring  those  days. 
But  this  day  wa/to  be  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  all  we  had  spent  there. 

We  leffrahe  hotel  at  about  10:30 
PM  on/September  7th  to  go  to  the 
Midnight  Mass  which  was  to  be  held 
ffosary  Church.  When  we  got  to 
the  Church  a special  Service  was  go 
/ ing  on  for  the  war  dead.  The  Serv 
ice  was  only  one  of  many  being  b«d 
for  the  Soldiers  Pilgrimage 
it  was  officially  called:  ThS  Prison- 
ers-of-War  Pilgrimage \X—  because 
all  the  soldiers  that  y/re  here,  came 
to  thank  God  and  J0ur  Lady  for  be- 
ing released  fron/the  German  prison 
camps,  and  ih/re  were  many. 

By  the  time  this  Service  was  over, 
it  was  niidnight  and  Our  Lady 
Birthday  had  begun.  Prompt! 
twelge,  the  midnight  High  Ml/s  be 
The  soldiers  who  hayratter.d- 
the  Service  for  the  dead,  stayed 
for  this  Mass.  They  were  joined  by 
more  soldiers  and  olany  other  peo- 
ple who  were  in  Gourdes.  They  all 
sang  the  Mass  beautifully. 

My  sister /Mary  and  I received 
Communion  and  afterwards  Mary 
told  me/that  when  we  were  at  the 
Altaiyfail,  it  seemed  to  her  that  a 
miracle  was  more  possible  at  that 
moment  than  at  any  other  time  since 
we  came  to  Lourdes.  This  Midnight 
Mass  was  more  beautiful  than  any/ 
Christmas  Midnight  Mass  I had  eydr 
attended.  / 


W anted : UJ>E  1V11KACLE 


You  may  remember  reading 
LADY  IN  BLUE  in  the  February, 
1947  issue  of  Ephpheta  — a true 
story  of  a 28-year-old  bog  who 
went  to  Lourdes  with  bis  sister  in 
order  to  ask  for  a.elirc  from  the 
spastic  paralysis  winch  has  handi- 
capped him  from  his  earliest  days. 

Now — a year  later,  Jerry  him- 
self, gives  us  his  reactions  to  the 
Lourdes  trip.  (The  LADY  IN 
BLUE  was  written  by  his  father) 

Read  this  story  of  faith  an« 
hope  and  trust  in  God — of  a bdy’s 
love  for  the  Lady  of  Lourdes — in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  She  has  not 
(yet)  granted  him  the  cure  for 
which  he  still  prays  and  hopes.  . . 

After  the-  nigh  Mass  was  over,  a 
low  Maas  began.  We  stayed  for 
this  ptfe  too.  As  soon  as  this  was 
ither  one  began.  All  during 
iis  time  Masses  were  going  on  at 
many  of  the  side  Altars  around  the 
church. 

My  sister  and  I finally  went  out 
into  Rosary  Square.  In  the  middle 
of  Rosary  Square  the  soldiers  had 
built  a giant  platform.  There  wefe 
18  Altars  on  the  platform:  orte  Al- 
tar for  each  prison  camp/"  In  the 
morning  there  was  gprfig  to  be  18 
Masses  at  the  same/fme  on  the  plat- 
form, but  nowyds  we  looked  up  at 
the  platform/fnere  were  only  a few 
Masses  going  on.  Mary  pushed  me 
back  i/my  wheelchair  to  the  Grotto 
whjcn  is  outside,  under  the  cliff  just 
^Zlow  the  highest  church. 

They  had  the  Grotto  flood-lighted. 
One  side  of  it  was  banked  with  flow- 
ers, the  other  side  was  lined  with 
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crutches,  braces  and  other  things  that 
the  cured  people  had  left  behind.  In 
the  cave  under  where  Our  Lady  ap- 
peared, a priest  was  saying  Mass.  It 
was  beautiful  there.  .Only  a few 
people  were  there  now  because  it 
was  after  2--AM.  But  those  who 
were  thefi  seemed  to  be  very  close 
to  ^Jtfsus  and  Our  Lady.  There 
Atasn’t  a sound.  It  was  very  warm 
but  a soft  summer  breeze  occasional- 
ly rustled  the  leaves  of  the  trees,  and 
the  river  flowed  quietly  by,  behind 
us. 

After  this  Mass  was  over  Mary 
went  to  get  me  a cup  of  Lourdes 
water.  When  she  got  back  another 
Mass  had  already  started.  So  we 
stayed  for  that.  too.  I drank  my 

Lourdes  water  and  asked God  and 

Our  Lady  to  make  nie 'better.  There 
is  no  water  in  tW  world  that  is  as 
refreshing  gcTiourdes  water.  I also 
asked  Otfr  Lady  to  let  me  come  back 
to  Lriurdes  again. 

Another  Mass  followed  this  one. 
All  night  long  one  Mass  followed 
another  in  the  Grotto,  in  the  triple 
Churches  and  on  the  outdoor  plat- 
form in  the  square. 

At  about  3:30  AM  Mary  and  I 
wished  Our  Lady  a Happy  Birthday 
and  started  back  to  our  hotel.  When 
we  passed  the  platform  May/count- 
ed ten  Masses  going  qj/up  there. 
We  went  to  sleep  as  s/on  as  we  got 
to  the  hotel.  / 

When  we  wd£e  up,  the  weather 
had  completely  changed.  It  was 
cold  and  /aining.  At  about  5 PM 
we  decided  to  go  back  to  the  Grotto. 
Even  m the  rain  the  Grotto  was 
crowded  with  soldiers  all  kneeling 
and  praying.  That  night  we  stayed 
in  our  room  but  we  could  hear  the 
soldiers  and  people  singing  the 
Lourdes  hymn  as  they  went  along  in 
the  nightly  procession.  It  waj>hll 
raining  but  Mary  and  I fejt-stire  that 
in  Lourdes  at  leastjOtfr  Lady  had  a 
very  Happy  Birthday. 

It  is  now-41  year  later.  I am  not 
cured  yeftmt  I long  to  go  back  to 
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